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About this Guide

This is a guide to the wetland and sea birds you are most likely to see during a
visit to Cuskinny Marsh Nature Reserve. Somenaméer visitors, some
summer visitors and other are here all year round. Over 170 species of birds
have been seen on the reserve or out in the bay but unfortunately are not all
covered in this introductory guide so always be on the lookout for something
new and unusual.

The identification plates should help you to identify the birds you see.

Best Time to Visit
Visit Cuskinny Marsh Nature Reserve at any time of the year as there is always
something to see.

Opening Times
Cuskinny Marsh Nature Reserveun by volunteers and the lands of the
reserve are private but you can get great views of the wildlife of the reserve
from the road that skirts the edge of it on the south and west side.

We hope you enjoy your visit.



About CuskinnyMarsh Nature Reserve

Cuskinny Nature Reserve, near Cobh, County Cork, Ireland is managed by
Birdwatch Ireland (BWI). The land is owned by the Bird and Ronan families and
comprises about 12 ha of land located along the lower reaches of the

Ballyleary Stram on the Great Island in Cork Harbour.
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Reserve Area
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IMPORTANTAII the lands on the reserve are private property and therefore
the wildlife should be viewed only from the road that borders the west and
south side of the reserve. Camping, Horse Ridi@@gnoeing and any activity
that might disturb the wildlife or damage the reserve is not permitted on the
reserve and fishing, swimming and boating of any description is not allowed
on the lake. The area is so small that these activities would seriouslyudist

the wild life.

When visiting the reserve enjoy your stay and please keep to the roadway,
parking area or the beach where it is possible to get good views of the wildlife
of the reserve.

The welfare of the wildlife of the reserve is your first consitiera The
reserve includes a mixture of lake, swamp, grassland and woodland habitats
and is of local nature conservation importance. It is also an important local

amenity and is used by local schools for educational purposes.

Thanks to:Wanda Ronan and Alnrew, Heather and David Bird, without whose
generosity as landowners the reserve would not exist. Birgit O'Driscoll, Eddie
Ronayne, Anna Ahern and Moggy Somers for their help and advice, Cobh Town
Council, Cobh Community College, Cork County Council,oEat Agenda 21
Environmental Partnership Fund and SECAD for their assistance. Thanks also to
the teachers and pupils of Scoil losaef Naofa and those too numerous to
mention who have been giving their time, help and advice since the reserve
was establisheth 1990.

Contact:info@cuskinnynaturereserve.com
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Abbreviations used in the following species
identification profiles

M. - Male L- Length

F. - Female WS- Wingspan

Br. - Breeding plumage AY- Can be seen all year round
NBr. - Non-breeding plumage _
_ Su- Usually seen in summer
Juv.- Juvenile plumage

A - Usually seen in autumn
Im. - Immature plumage

1st W.- 1st winter plumage Sp- Usually seen in spring

1st S- 1st summer plumage W - Usualy seen in winter
1stY.-1st year plumage CB- Common Breeding Species
2nd W. - 2nd winter plumage SB- Scarce Breeding Species

2nd S-2nd summer plumage RB- Rare Breeding Species

3rd W.- 3rd winter plumage _ _
NBNonBreeding Species
3rd S.- 3rd summer plumage

*
4th W. - 4th winter plumage Lagoon*¢ Best place to look for

Bay** ¢ Best place to look for

* Lagoong the area often called the lake. A lake is totally
freshwater whereas a lagoon is a mix of seawater and freshwater.

** Bay ¢ May be seen when looking out into Cork harbour from the
Car park and along the seafront.



Plumage and ‘Bare Part’ Terminology

In order to make accurate descriptions of the birds you see, you
should get to know the names of the different parts of a bird.
Feathers on almost all birds are arranged in groups called feather
tracts. These tracts are common to most birds and can vary
between species in the number and/or shape of the feathers in
each tract. The labelled photographs below show the names of the
various parts and tracts of a bird. Look at the photos and labels
and try to become familiar with the various names. This will help
you when confronted with a bird that you have never seen before
and need to describe accurately in order to identify it. Use the
species photos in this guide to practise naming the different parts,
and don't worry if you can't remember them all: you will get to
know them with time.
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isce | Gallinula chloropus
AY CB Lagoon

Smaller than Mallard; sexes similar. Adult: bright red forehead shield; red/yellow
beak; dark plumage, apart from some white streaks on flanks and two white
patches on undertail; stout legs; large, lobed feet. Juv/Im: browner and paler;
dull olive-yellow beak; downy young are all black with red/yellow beak. In flight:
rarely seen in flight; when frightened or in danger, runs along water surface with
neck outstretched and wings flapping furiously, making for the nearest cover of
reeds or other waterside vegetation. Voice: makes many sounds. Usually a loud,
harsh krrrek or a fast double-noted ka-kik. (See Coot, Water Railer Rail)






